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Motorcycle safety:  key safety aspects

Training & Motorcycle Safety

• In the case of motorcycle collisions with other 
vehicles:
– other vehicle which is either fully or partly to blame 

(MAIDS: 61%);

– marked problem with other road users observing
motorcyclists (MAIDS: 60%);

– Intersections (motorcyclists’ right‐of‐way violation) are 
the most likely place for MC accidents (MAIDS: 54,3%); 

– The majority of accidents take place in urban areas 
(MAIDS: 72%);
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• In the case of single vehicle crashes:
– human behaviour has an important influence, 

– the cause of the accident is frequently due to the 
motorcycle’s tyres lost of traction or simply due to bad 
road design;

– In the case of “going too fast for the conditions of the 
road”, lack of experience is often an important factor;

Motorcycle safety:  key safety aspects
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• Human factors are the primary accident 
contributing factor in 88% of all cases

• Training/safety link confirmed
– L1 (Mofas/Mopeds) => 75 % no training

– L3 (MC) => 77 % have some pre‐license training

=> 13 % no training

Motorcycle safety:  key safety aspects
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Motorcycle safety: Training, priority N°1

Training & Motorcycle Safety

For motorcyclists
• FEMA’s agenda for motorcycle safety (2007):

• Education/training

• Driver awareness

• Infrastructure
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Motorcycle safety: Training, priority N°1

For safety experts:
• OECD motorcycle 

safety workshop – June 
2008 (Lillehammer, Norway)

… 20 top priority list



INRETS Conference – Aline Delhaye ‐ 06/03/2009

Training & Motorcycle Safety
How is Europe doing ?
Graduated licensing system – a 
solution ? 
The Initial Rider Training 
programme – a new EU approach
What else do we have to improve ?

Towards a European approach to the 
Initial Training of Motorcyclists



INRETS Conference – Aline Delhaye ‐ 06/03/2009

• Riding a motorcycle with an 
acceptable level of safety requires: 
– skills, 

– knowledge, 

– a focused attitude, 

– and a conscious behaviour

• FEMA’s first Initial Rider Training 
Project – The views and the need 
of the Rider (1997)

Education and training: basic principles

How is Europe doing ?
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• Several shortcomings to EU IRT programmes identified:
– expensive, sometimes prohibitively so (average cost 
for an A licence ‐ between 85 and 3600€);

– sometimes inaccessible; 
– not producing safer riders;
– often using instructors who are unqualified;
– rarely explaining traffic laws and regulations in the 
context of the reason for them;

– sometimes using inappropriate, even intimidating
practical exercises;

Education and training: across EU

How is Europe doing ?
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Main conclusions:

Initial rider training programmes 
vary enormously from Member 
State to Member State ‐ from 
virtually non‐existent to extensive, 
compulsory and very expensive. 

It is not necessarily true that very 
advanced and expensive training 
gives the greatest road safety 
benefits. 

Education and training: across EU

How is Europe doing ?
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Most initial rider training schemes are 
influenced by the existing licence test. 

The quality of training inevitably 
reflects the quality of the licence 
test. 

Some IRT programmes may be 
criticised for just "teaching the skills 
needed to pass the licence test", 
instead of teaching the essential 
skills and knowledge needed

Education and training: across EU

How is Europe doing ?
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Many European IRT arrangements only address 
machine control skills. 

rarely do national initial rider training 
arrangements address the crucial areas of 
hazard awareness and avoidance or rider 
attitudes and behaviour.

Education and training: across EU

How is Europe doing ?
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Graduated licensing system: meaningful 
& cost-effective

• Need for training that effectively make 
the novice rider capable of safely 
operating a motorcycle in normal 
traffic situations on public roads

• Graduating licensing system should:
– reward experience gained
– focus training in terms content and 
duration

– encourage progressive access to 
PTWs

meaningful
cost‐effective

Graduated licensing system – a solution ? 
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Graduated licensing system: meaningful 
& cost-effective

The 2nd IRT 
project  
The IRT 

project modular 
approach
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• The second IRT project - The Developing a 
European Approach to the Initial Training 
of Motorcyclists (2008)

Expert group: covering a wide range of 
motorcycling, academic and road safety 
expertise

The Initial Rider Training programme – a EU new approach? 

The Initial Rider Training: a new EU 
approach
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The IRT project: identify the key factors
in basic training

The Initial Rider Training programme – a EU new approach? 
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The IRT project: find a common definition 
of concepts

The Initial Rider Training programme – a EU new approach? 
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The IRT project: define realistic and 
helpful training exercices

The Initial Rider Training programme – a EU new approach? 
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The IRT project: develop effective 
common methodology & an harmonized  
and precise textbook

The Initial Rider Training programme – a EU new approach? 
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CONTACT:

Rue des champs, 62
B-1040 Bruxelles
+32/(0)2 736 90 47
info@initialridertraining.eu

http://www.initialridertraining.eu/

= > translation of 
the manual into –
1. French 
2. Spanish
3. more…

The IRT project: More information
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• Benchmarking EU Rider/Driver 
training in Europe:
– a basis for evaluation, 
comparison, and improvement of 
training schemes

What else do we have to improve ?

Rider/Driver training: evaluation of 
training schemes
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• Near miss data to:
– identify potential hazards;

– reveal the most common points of 
collision, the cause of the collision 
as well as perceptions of threats 
to near miss situations;

– better understand the motorcycle 
dynamics; 

– offer invaluable scenario analysis.

What else do we have to improve ?

Rider/Driver training: needs for research
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• E‐coaching to:
– virtually expose future riders to 
hazards and risks 

– identify potential hazards;

– demonstrate the importance and 
benefits of attitude and behaviour

What else do we have to improve ?

Rider/Driver training: needs for research



Thank you for your 
attention


